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the   British  North   America  Act  of   1867,  the   CHAP.
Commonwealth Act of 1900, or the South Africa ^JI^L^
Act of 1909.

But this is not all. In the foreign affairs of Greatness
this Commonwealth the British have retained a change
monopoly of power close almost as that which ^tmd
Athenians wielded in the empire they founded,
In matters of peace and war it is literally closer
than that which the Prussians exercise in Germany
to-day. As Prime Minister of Australia Mr.
Fisher found that he had less control of foreign
affairs than he had as a youthful voter in Scotland.
This cannot continue. The British electorates can
only retain this monopoly by leaving the Common-
wealth to drift towards dissolution. And to share
the control with the younger nations they must
share it generously from the first. It is true that
for some time the United Kingdom would retain a
preponderance of votes in the Imperial Parliament,
though the lapse of a few generations is likely to
transfer that position to Canada. From the outset,
however, Englishmen cannot expect to enjoy the
same preponderance of seats in the Cabinet, and it
must be remembered that in all the matters which
directly determine the issues of peace and war the
Cabinet is an organ of greater importance than
Parliament itself. Every Dominion is sure to
insist upon having a minister there, and the claim
cannot in justice or expediency be denied. The
executive offices will at most number eight,1 and

i The Prime Minister.                    The Secretary for India.

The Foreign Secretary.                The Colonial Secretary.

The Secretary for War.                The Minister of Finance.

The   First   Lord   of  the           The Minister of Munitions.
Admiralty.